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After having five directors in as many years and
surviving a four-year battering that turned into a
national debate about what kind of intelligence serv-
ice Americans want, the CIA is beginning to get its
act together again, insists the Director of Central
Intelligence. Others are not so sure. ’

Stansfield Turner thinks the agonizing public de-
bate over the CIA is over. I think we've turned the
corner. And we're on the offensive, not the defen-
sive. We've got an important mission for the coun-
try. We're doing it well. We’re doing it legally. We
don’t have to take any more guff.”

But to many, Turner personifies a CIA hamstrung
with restrictions, a cold depersonalized operation
with its own captain but with all orders coming from
. the White House and Congress. What some would
prefer is a skipper who would take the ship down to
lie quietly on the bottom while the depth charges ex-
ploded above them.

Opinion on Turner varies. A former National Se-

curity Council staffer says: “He’s intelligent, a good -

field commander, but he leaves a lot of distressed
people in his wake. The main charge I've heard is
that he suppresses dissenting views. This makes the
material less reliable to the wider intelligence com-
munity. And there’s the feeling that he’ll do
whatever the president wants.”
Ray S. Cline, director of Soviet studies at the Cen-
_ter for Strategic and International Studies, says
Turner is moving in the right direction in analysis of

intelligence. **The criticisms you get all have to do

with the other role of the CIA, the clandestine opera-
tions. The impression is that Turner isn’t interested
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in the operations side and that he hasn’t been able to
counter the deterioration of the last five years and
get the clandestine services working again.”

“‘Covert operations,” Cline says, ‘‘the intervening
in political events abroad, are virtually dead, ex-
cept perhaps for feeding a little propaganda to for-
eign newspapers to counter Soviet manipulation of
the news.” '

“But I'm not sure anyone could do much better,
considering the hamstringing of the agency,”’ he
adds. ‘‘A new bill containing 250 pages of restric-
tions and monitoring provisions demonstrates a
punitive attitude in the administration and Congress
to the CIA. I don’t think we can live with that. You
have to take some risks. There are a lot of crises
coming in the next few years. Turner would say that
his intelligence is still very good because of the
technical intelligence. But that mostly relates to
large countries. It gives no information about the
intentions of people. You need human intelligence
for that. You can’t take satellite pictures of inten-
tions.”

Turner disagrees. “Only the newspapers — and
Ray Cline — say I rely too much on technical intelli-
gence. Ray’s a fine fellow. I like him. He’s out of
date. He hasn’t understood what I was trying to do.
But I've fought for the clandestine service. And
they’re stronger and better than they were a year
ago. I have no intention of downgrading them. I'm
here to make this a strong clandestine service for °
1988 as well as 1978. I'm not playing for just the

short run.”
' See AGENCY, C-2
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